Geographical enquiry is
fundamental to the study of
geography and as teachers we
need to provide opportunities for
our children to think as
geographers and to ask and
explore questions about places.
Geographical perspectives offer a
uniquely powerful way of seeing
the world. Each of these units
contain lessons that begin with
an enquiry question and
wherever possible, map reading
and other geographical skills are
taught in context. In addition to
the three lessons, fieldwork
opportunities for two units are
developed for each year group.

Studying real places is an
essential context for developing
geographical enquiries. A place is
a space that carries meaning,
often through human occupation
or by human interpretation.
Every place has a particular
location and a unique set of
physical and human
characteristics. These include
what a place is like, how it
became like this and how it is
subject to forces for change.

It is important for children to
develop an understanding of the
unique story of a significant place
to build contextual
understanding of the UK and the
wider world.

Physical and human
phenomena are located
and are distributed in
space. They therefore
have locations relative to
each other and often
interact with each other
across space. Any flows or
movements between
these phenomena, for
example migration,
create patterns and
networks which can be
described and analysed.
Geographical enquiry is
therefore concerned with
identifying processes and
assessing the impact.

Pupils should investigate
geography at a range of
scales. Virtually any topic,
when studied
geographically,

benefits from a 'scaled'
approach. Scale
influences the way we
represent what we see or
experience. We can select
different scales from the
personal, local and
regional to the global. In
between, we have the
national and international
scales, which are very
important politically.

Geographical enquiries
utilise physical and
human processes that
cause change and
development in places,
when seeking
explanations for patterns
and distributions. Pupils
make progress by
deepening and
broadening their
understanding of such
processes and in so doing
enhance their capacity to
envision alternative
futures for places, and
the people who live and
work in them.

Geographers are really
interested in
understanding the way
that things are connected
and are dependent on
each other. They are also
interested in what
happens when one part
of the system changes.
Connections may be
through physical
processes, such as
weather, erosion, the
water cycle. They may be
through human
movements of people,
ideas, money and trade.
Geography investigates
systems of
interdependence.

Acceptance of the dynamic
interrelationships between
physical and human
accounts of the world is
central to school
geography, the distinctive
power of the subject lies in
the realisation that 'making
sense of the world' is often
enhanced by a synthesis of
perspectives and
understanding across at
least three areas of
concern:

- Social fairness and justice
- Economic prosperity

- Environmental quality

Geography is
fundamentally concerned
with the diversity of
people and places on the
planet. It is important to
explore this with pupils in
geography, not to 'show
them' the world but to
explore it using
geographical enquiry,
focusing on how people
and places are
represented in different
ways.
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Geographical Concepts: ways
of organising knowledge

Concepts are ‘big ideas’ about
the subject and are not
definitive but give a
framework for organising
subject knowledge. This
framework from the
Geographical Association,
supports our organisation of
geography at Little Bowden.
Enquiry is at the heart of all of
these concepts.
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